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Dear Mr. Brown: 

RE: Whitby Psychiatric Hospital Redevelopment 


In response to your enquiries and our telephone conversations, | am confirming that the design 
team for the Whitby Psychiatric Hospital is including provisions which will take into account the 
problem of environmental hypersensitivity and which will provide the healthiest practical indoor 
environment for all patients and staff. 


We have obtained advice on low indoor pollution design, and we are obtaining further input on 


the problem of environmental hypersensitivity through Dr. Anna Rose Spina of the Ministry of 
Health. 


Among the features in the building that will contribute to a healthier indoor environment are: 

- hot water radiant heat in the ceiling; 

- separated building modules with individual air handling systems; 

a design for integrated pest management without pesticides; 

- special exhaust for all workshop areas, select storage areas, pool area, etc.; 

- full-spectrum and flicker-free lighting in the patient areas; 

- carefully selected wall and floor finishes consistent with other constraints which are 


unique to psychiatric hospitals; 
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- special ecological consideration has been given to clinical evaluation areas within the 
patient housing blocks, and there will be a variety of levels of environmental control 
throughout the building, to accommodate a range of sensitivities; 


- care has been taken to separate the patient areas from loading docks, kitchen facilities, 
garbage separation and compacting areas, heating plant, and other utilities; 


- adequate ventilation in all areas, and ‘openable windows in the patient areas; 


- separated and fully ventilated patient smoking areas (no smoking will be allowed 
elsewhere in the building); 


- external landscaping with benign materials, e.g. without the use of pressure-treated wood 
and natural landscaping with chemical-free lawn maintenance. 


Scientific testing has been arranged by Whitby Psychiatric Hospital for key indoor finishes, with 
a view to confirming that materials selected are appropriate to the areas they are chosen for. 
Offgassing results will be analyzed with respect to potential effects .on the general population as 
well as for the potential effects on people who may be environmentally hypersensitive. 


While the building is under construction, Whitby Psychiatric Hospital will be investigating the use 
of low-odour cleaning and maintenance materials, and will be forming a medical consultation 
committee which will develop procedures for monitoring environmental health effects and making 
best use of the indoor environmental features to the advantage of the patients. 


| thank you for your suggestions and concern that this facility be made to the best possible 
indoor environmental standards, particularly for the sake of people who may be environmentally 
hypersensitive. Should you have further ideas, please convey them directly to Dr. Spina, 
(Tel.416- 327-8945), who is acting as a liaison for us with respect to input from organizations and 
individuals concerned with hypersensitivity. 


Yours truly, 


< 


Ekki Bunten 
Project Manager 


c.c. Dr. Anna Rose Spina 
Jane Thompson 
Janice Buchanan 


